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HEALING

By ManLy Haro

HE gquest for health has again become
an aspect of religion. Numerous cults
have sprung up which derive a great
part of their income from the meta-

physical treatment of disease. Grateful patients en-
rich these institutions for the real or imaginary help
which they have received until today several such
organizations flourish like the green bay tree. It
seems no more than fair to the public in general
and students of metaphysics in particular that the
claims and pretensions of the various healing cults
should be examined with an eye to the proper seg-
regation of facts and fancies.

In ancient times all physicians were priests of

the instituted Mysteries and like the Aesculypiads
were attached to some shrine of the god of healingiy |

W hen the material sciences divorced the occult arts,
the physicians departed from the temples.
no longer sought divine assistance for the sick bul

put their faith in poultices and physics. For nearly

isuccessful revolution against pills.
| ods of combating disease have been sponsored by

Theyll

this present century has the healing art begun to
sense its dependency upon spiritual and psychologi-
cal factors.

Euvery physician of the ancient world was a
priest and a philosopher. It was his duty to min-
ister to the spiritual and mental needs as well as
the physical necessities of his patient. Though a
body be wracked with pain the origin of that pain
is not dlways in the body. The physician who is
not a philosopher will lose many patients that a
wise man might have saved. There are also dis-
eases which only a spiritual counsellor can cure.
The art of healing is more than materia medica.
The art of healing has as its first and only consider-
ation—the effecting of a cure. But unfortunately
materia medica places ahead of the patient's health
a numerous array of medical prejudices and limits
the practitioner to a few accredited but often in-

effectual methods of treatment.

In the last few years the public has staged a
Natural meth-

a long-suffering human kind and the result has
been a drastic change in the theory of therapeutics.

two thousand years the medical profession purgedm §Doctors, finding their medications unpopular, are
and bled a suffering humanity and only wit/zin' ""morc sparing of their prescriptions and drugs stores

A ZOROASTRIAN PRAYER

“I praise the well-thought thoughts, well-spoken words, well-performed deeds. I lay hold on
all good thoughts, good words, good deeds. | abandon all evil thoughts, evil words, evil deeds. 1
offer to you, O Ameshaspentas! praise and adoration, with good thoughts, good words, and good
deeds, with heavenly mind, the vital strength of my own body.”

—FROM AN ANCIENT WORK.













